
Graduate Student Organization 
Senate Meeting – Minutes 

Friday, November 21, 4:00 – 5:00 pm 
via Zoom: 

https://binghamton.zoom.us/j/92722534141?pwd=QW49XaEGWAH6s4aWFXbmrxfYQtfIWE.1 

Call to order 4:04pm 

Attendance – Present: 

Departmental Orgs - Voting Members Senator 

Anthropology Graduate Organization (AGO) 
Veronica Bikowicz 

Art History Graduate Student Union (AHGSU) Emily Owens 

Binghamton Division of Occupational Therapy (BDOT) Kaitlyn Fortin 

Binghamton School of Pharmacy and Pharmaceutical Sciences Student 
Government (BU-SOPPS SG) Haley Thayer 

Biology Graduate Student Organization (BGSO) Mary Ann Bogert 

Community Research & Action Graduate Student Organization (CRAGSO) Yakubu Alhassan 
Zakaria 

Comparative Literature (COLI GSO) Samantha Sharp 

Department of Physical Therapy (DPTGSO) 
Victoria Rea 

Department of Public Administration and Policy (DPAP GSO) Rosemary Interrante 

Graduate Chemistry Club (GCC) Alfred Obaje 

Graduate English Organization (GEO) Chloe Burns 

Graduate Management Association (GMA) Olivia Umbarila 

Higher Education Graduate Association (HEGA) 
Rayven Sample 

Master of Social Work (MSW GSO) Emma Schockner 

Psychology (PGSO) Alyssa Miville 

Speech Language Pathology (SLP GSO) Ydalia Castro, Priya 
Dhanaraj 

 

SCMA Orgs & Interest Groups (2 votes) Senator 

Binghamton Interprofessional Education Consortium (BIPEC) Ammcise Apply 

Fulbright Student Association at Binghamton University (FSABU) Adeel Anwar 

 

Non-Voting Members - Title Name 

GSO VP Sravani Valivati – chairing in place of President 

GSO GVPMA Nayanpreet Chhabra 

GSO Admin Em Goodlife - minutes 

BU Council Rep Irene Cui 
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1. Absent: 

Departmental Orgs - Voting Members 

Computer Science (CS GSO) 

Economics (EconGSO) 

Education (EdGSO) 

Geography (GGSO) 

Graduate History Society (GHS) 

Master of Public Health (MPH GSO) 

Mathematics & Statistics (MathGSO) 

Political Science (PolSci GSO) 

Social, Political, Ethical and Legal Philosophy (SPEL GSO) 

Translation Research and Instruction Program (TRIP GSO) 

 

Non-Voting Members Name 

GSO President Prabhu Anil Bhor 

GSO Treasurer Liz Young 

GSO ATP Rachel Dempsey 

Items for Discussion 
1. Proposed changes to Bylaws: President-VP Ticket 

a. Presented by Yakubu Alhassan Zakaria 

i. As a reminder, we have been discussing creating a single ticket for the 
president & VP, in order to have more representation from other colleges 
within BU. If you look at the bylaws, we have made updates to a few 
sections, but I wanted to focus on the section that is entirely new. 

ii. Eligibility & terms of office: 

1. The GSO candidate must be matriculated and in good academic 
standing. 

2. Must comply w all general election requirements. 

3. For re-election or special election, eligibility will be decided by 
executive board. 
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4. GSO elected officers will serve a term of one year from June 1 – 
May 31. We’d like to avoid electing officers that are only available 
for one semester. 

iii. President-VP Ticket 

1. President & VP will run as a joint ticket. This is so they can share 
leadership & responsibilities and steer the affairs of the GSO. 

2. Additional Eligibility Requirements 

a. Two candidates must come from different BU schools. This 
is to make the GSO more representative of the different 
graduate schools. 

b. If BU adds a new school, this rule still holds (any pair must 
come from different schools, including the newly added 
ones). 

c. If the position is vacated before the end of the year, 
special election candidates may be required to be from a 
different school than the remaining officer. 

3. Current recognized schools for the president-vp ticket: 

a. Harpur College of Arts & Sciences 

b. Watson College of Engineering & Applied Sciences 

c. School of Management 

d. Decker College of Nursing & Health Sciences 

e. College of Community and Public Affairs – CCPA 

f. School of Pharmacy & Pharmaceutical Sciences 

Subject to updating if BU adds a new school. 

4. Ticket Composition 

a. The President must identify their VP prior to submitting 
the joint nomination, so it should be one submission for 
both together. If we are finding it difficult to get people to 
participate, the Elections Committee is read to engage the 
graduate student body and encourage them to serve the 
GSO. 

b. Elections Committee will verify that they are from 
different schools. 
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c. Once approved, the joint ticket will appear as a single item 
on the ballot. 

d. Campaigning, debates & election materials will treat the 
pair as a single entity. 

5. Implementation notes & Future Considerations 

a. Elections Committee should update the list of eligible 
schools annually 

b. Election materials should clearly state the separate school 
requirements and list the current schools. 

c. Any amendment to the rule must go through the GSO 
amendment process 

d. Clarify what qualifies as a school for eligibility (top-level 
academic units as listing on Our Schools). 

iv. The rest were just small edits to accommodate this new section, so I will 
not be reviewing them in detail. 

b. Open discussion – no comments or questions. 

c. Vote on Bylaws Amendment: President-VP Ticket: 16 yes, 0 no, 0 abstain. (16 
members present passes required quorum of 14. 100% of those present passes 
required 2/3rds.) Amendment passes. 

Announcements 
(More Announcements at end – item 6) 

1. Committees – Sravani Valivati & Em Goodlife 

We will be needing more people for the following committees next semester: 

a. Constitution, Bylaws & Chartering (CBC) Committee 

b. Events Committee 

c. DEI Committee – Will help with the process of reviewing applications & 
interviewing candidates for our appointed positions for next year (Treasurer, 
Assistant to the President, Elections Officer & Judicial Officer). 

We will be presenting the committee incentives next meeting – essentially will be 
additional travel funding. For people who have participated in committees this 
semester, the funding would be available right away (assuming the measure passes). For 
people joining committees next semester, it would be available at the end of the 
semester. 

Please sign up & encourage your org members! https://cglink.me/2eQ/s95605 
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2. Sub-org Recognition Timeline – Sravani 

We are gathering information to find out when would be the best time in the spring to 
have sub-org submit for recognition. Please talk to your orgs and fill out the survey: 
https://forms.gle/MA9Sx131e72xaSPy5 

3. Spring Senate Meetings – Em 

If you haven’t done so already, please fill out the When2Meet so we can find a time for meeting 

next semester: https://www.when2meet.com/?33622746-IV9ED 

4. Name Badges – Em 

Name badges are ready for pickup! Please send one person to pick up the name badges 
for your org. The GSO Office is located in Library North on the ground floor: LN – G204. 
See our website for a map. 

My office hours are Monday – Friday 10am – 3pm, however I may take a lunch break 
between 11:30-12:30. Please call or email ahead if you wish to come during lunch break 
or after 4pm. office@gsobinghamton.org 607-777-4247. 

Holiday hours: 

– Thu 11/27: Office Closed 

– Wed 12/17 – Thu 12/25: Office Closed 

– Fri 12/26 & Mon 12/29 – Wed 12/31: Working Remotely. 

– Thu 1/1: Office Closed 

Reports 
1. GVPMA Semester-End Report – Nayanpreet Chhabra (see attachment for full report – 

summary below) 

a. Primary objective was to rebuild, organize & strengthen SCMA groups and 
frameworks to serve as reliable & transparent support system for all 
multicultural grad orgs that are there. 

b. 2 SCMA meetings this semester. Meet first Thursday of the month. 

c. Met with higher management on campus: 

i. Dean of Graduate School, Dean Terrence Deak, – discussed needs of 
multicultural students and opportunities for academic support 

ii. VP of Student Affairs, Brian Rose - we aligned the event oversight 
guidelines, student support processes, and communication pathways for 
large-scale cultural events. Brought up the issue of the late night busses – 
still ongoing. 
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iii. Head of Sodexo and Binghamton University Dining Services (BUDS), Justin 
Doolittle. They are aware of the problem (re late night bussing) and are 
trying to figure it out in parallel with the bidding for the contract that is 
coming to an end. 

iv. Off Campus College (OCC) Housing, Sharon Bunch-Nuñez – discussed 
legal clinic, which is available for everyone on campus regarding any issue 
(housing, etc.) Also, please feel free to reach out to Sharon for advice 
regarding housing issues. 

v. Incoming President of the University, President Anne D’Alleva, as a part 
of her listening tour 

vi. International Education and Global Affairs (IGEA), Catherine Hall & Dr. 
Madhusudhan Govindaraju – discussed how international students can 
be helped more. 

vii. International Student and Scholar Services (ISSS) – Discussed 
expectations and opportunities to collaborate. 

d. Collaboration w our undergraduate counterpart, the Student Association (SA): 

i. Multicultural Extravaganza 

ii. Continuing to collaborate with the SA to promote Rate My Housing. 

e. New SCMA this year: BIPEC 

2. Admin Coordinator Semester-End Report – Em Goodlife (see attachment for full report – 
summary below) 

a. Last semester, I reached out to the Senate for feedback regarding the required 
semester-end reports (according to the bylaws, the President, VP & GVPMA are 
required to give reports of their accomplishments and the Treasurer is required 
to give a financial report each semester). As a result of that, I discovered that 
some senators were interested in a report from me as well. Therefore, I have 
submitted a report, and included last spring as well. 

b. I was hired to provide continuity: 

i. Provide onboarding, training & assistance to the GSO E-Board members & 
officers (E-Board+) 

ii. Keep records 

iii. Provide consistent office hours, email, phone & mail communication 

iv. Process administrative invoices, etc. 
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c. However, it soon became clear that the GSO was in need of a number of things 
that weren’t included in my original duties. I took it upon myself to try to fix 
some systemic issues within the GSO. Some of these issues were found during 
my normal duties and some through the election debates and subsequent 
discussions with the SPEL GSO. 

d. Summer 2025 

i. Website: My major project for the summer was the website. One of my 
duties was to update the website, however, the design of the website 
made that difficult. At one point, I was asked to add a video to the 
website, and there was no way to add it to the homepage. I ended up 
having to bury in a news article, and hope people found it. Beyond that, I 
through discussions with SPEL GSO, I discovered one of our major issues 
was communication. The GSO had its own internal processes for how we 
do things, but these were not clearly communicated to our constituents. I 
completely redesigned the website to tackle these issues. 

I started by reaching out to our stakeholders with a survey: 

1. Sub-org E-Board members 

2. GSO Committee members 

3. GSO E-Board 

4. Office on campus 

ii. Asked for feedback regarding: 

1. What were people going to the website for? 

2. What should be included? 

3. What they were having trouble finding? 

4. What were the issues with the website? 

Put together a game plan for the website redesign. That was the majority 
of the summer. I hope it is better now. I really worked hard to make 
something that will work better for people. I gave a presentation at the 
beginning of the semester with some of the details of the new site. 

Since then, have added in photos, so it looks a bit more finished. Plan to 
continue to gather feedback from officers about their processes, and 
update those processes on the website. 
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e. Fall 2025: 

i. President-VP Ticket: 

Another issue that came out of the election debates was the dominance 
of the GSO elected positions by Watson. I lead discussions to find a 
solution and laid the groundwork for the President-VP Ticket. Big thanks 
to Yakubu & the Elections Committee for writing the bylaws changes for 
this! I assisted & encourage them throughout the semester, and 
managed the timeline to ensure it was completed by semester end. 

ii. E-Board+ Training & Support: Have been spending a lot of time this 
semester working with each E-Board+ member with advice & suggestions 
on how to do their jobs. Last semester, I had reached out to all of the E-
Board+ members to create a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) 
document for their position to share with their successor. I received a 
document from all but one officer. I have been working quite a bit on 
refining those documents. I sent them all out to the officers at the 
beginning of the semester (both the original & my detailed additions). 
Working on combining my additions back into the original documents, as 
well as adding more details as I see how things go for the semester. 
Hopefully next year officers can come in with a much clearer idea of how 
to perform their duties. 

f. Plans for Winter & Spring 2026: 

i. Hiring Process: Would like to work on making the hiring process much 
more robust: 

1. Better job descriptions 

a. Clearer criteria of what is expected of each position 

i. Helps applicants 

ii. Helps the search committee to assess candidates 

b. Clearer duties 

ii. Bylaws Updates: Would like to make a list of everything in the bylaws 
that needs review & assign to officers. May not be complete this year, 
but whatever does not get completed this year can be given sent to CBC 
for next year. 

3. Sravani – Prabhu and I will be giving our semester-end reports next meeting & Liz will be 
giving financial report. 

4. Question for regular reports or semester-end reports – none 
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More Announcements – Nayanpreet Chhabra 
5. Events Committee Update: 

a. Halloween event concluded successfully 

b. PAWS Event has been postponed to spring – there were no therapy dogs 
available. 

c. In contact w Outdoor Pursuits to plan a spring event for grad students – maybe 
skiing. 

 

6. International Education and Global Affairs (IGEA) has made a WhatsApp group for 
incoming international students to address concerns – specifically related to 
department or country of origin. Almost all SCMA groups have joined. I may be referring 
students to your org for a particular concern. Please make them feel welcome and pass 
on as much information as you can. 

Adjournment at 4:46pm 
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